GAMBETTA TO CLEMENCEAU

capably, but also that she could take a progressive line of
her own which might give the lead to other French cities in
more than one direction. "This was precisely what the
Municipal Council did, and Clemenceau, by his constant
attendance and the continuous pressure he exerted as an
active member of the Left of that body, prevented the Council
from being used at any time as a centre of reactionist intrigue.
By this means also he strengthened his personal influence in
his own democratic district as well as in Paris as a whole. He
took care likewise all the world should know that on the matter
of the full restitution of Parisian rights and the return of the
Assembly to the capital he was as determined as ever, and that
in the affairs of general politics he was and always would be
a thoroughgoing Eadical Eepublican. Thus he was building
up for himself outside the Chamber a reputation as a capable
municipal administrator as well as a fearless champion of the
public rights of the great city he had made his home. At the
same time his local popularity, due to his thorough knowledge
of social conditions and his advocacy of municipal improve-
ments of every kind, added to his gratuitous service as doctor
of the poor, gave him an indisputable claim upon the votes of
the people when, after having become President of the Muni-
cipal Council, he should decide to offer himself for re-election
to the Assembly.

And from February 25th, 1875, onwards, matters were
taking such a turn that the presence of a thoroughly well-
informed, determined, active and fearless representative of
Paris became necessary. A leader was wanted on the extreme
Left who should loyally support the moderate Republicans
when they were going forward and have the courage to attack
them when they seemed inclined to hesitate or go back. The
"success of the conservative compromise in the constitution of
the Eepublic had strengthened the belief of the reactionary
majority in the Assembly in their own power under the new
conditions. Gambetta's own moderation deceived them as
to the real position in the country. They jjegan to think that
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